ADVERBS OF DEFINITE FREQUENCY
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Let’s look at some adverbs of definite frequency (adverbios de frecuencia definida), which are common in English. You may know words like “always”, “sometimes” and “usually”. These are called adverbs of indefinite frequency. However, words like “daily”, “weekly”, “monthly” and “yearly” are called adverbs of definite frequency. Do you know when to use them?

Let’s look at some common adverbs of definite frequency.

every hour - hourly

every day - daily

every week - weekly

every month - monthly

every year - yearly

Adverbs of definite frequency, like all adverbs of definite time, tend to go at the end of a sentence. Look at these examples:

• Most companies pay taxes yearly.
La mayoría de las empresas pagan los impuestos anualmente / cada año.

• The cleaner checks the toilets hourly.
El encargado de la limpieza inspecciona los servicios cada hora.

• The directors meet weekly.
Los jefes se reúnen semanalmente / cada semana.

• The employees get paid monthly.
Los empleados cobran mensualmente / todos los meses.

• I hand in reports daily.
Entrego informes a diario / todos los días.

Remember that every day, for example, is also an adverb, and just like the rest can be used instead of daily or every week instead of weekly.

Sometimes, usually for reasons of emphasis or style, some adverbs of definite frequency may go at the front of the sentence, for example:
A veces, por razones de énfasis o estilo, algunos adverbios de frecuencia definida se pueden colocar al principio de la frase, por ejemplo:

• Every day she comes to work late!
¡Llega tarde al trabajo todos los días!

• Every week I wake up sad!
¡Me despierto triste todas las semanas!

I hope you enjoyed this lesson and learnt how to use adverbs of definite frequency! If you would like more information about different kinds of adverbs, you can check out unit 16 of our complete course.

Thanks and have a great weekend!

Best wishes,
Kate 
Tu ABA Teacher
